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News Release 
 
 

Oregon’s agricultural industry is being  
killed by fallout from Measure 37  

“Yes” on 49 fixes flaws of Measure 37, restores stability needed for farming  
 
 

Aug. 9, 2007 – Oregon’s world-class, $4.4 billion agricultural industry is at stake in 

the upcoming Nov. 6 election. Many in the industry say that Measure 49, slated for 

the ballot this November, is an opportunity for Oregonians to provide a helping hand 

to farmers. Failure of Measure 49 would be the beginning of the end for agriculture 

throughout the state, say farmers and others in the industry. 

 

“Oregon’s land use system—from which the agricultural industry derived the 

stability and predictability needed in order to stay in business—was rendered 

impotent by Measure 37,” says Scott Ashcom, executive director of the Oregon 

Agricultural Alliance, a lobby group representing the largest agricultural players in 

the state.  

 

“Measure 49, which closes loopholes in Measure 37 that allow large-scale 

development of Oregon’s farmland and forests, is our one chance to maintain our 

agricultural industry as we know it,” Ashcom says. 

 



 

 

Oregonians have had an ‘agreement’ with farmers since land use planning 

was instituted nearly 40 years ago—farmland would be preserved and Oregonians 

would enjoy locally-grown agricultural and nursery products as well as roughly 

120,000 jobs related to farming.  Developing portions of farmland Swiss cheese-style 

in ways heretofore foreign for farming communities will put operations out of 

business and threaten the entire industry. 

 

One Willamette Valley farmer, who can’t be identified because of fear of 

retaliation from the owners of the land he farms, knows his operation is going to be 

downsized next year. 

 

“I’ll be down by 100 acres because of a Measure 37 claim that is moving 

forward. It’s a shame.  This is among the finest farming soil in the world.  And we 

won’t get farmland back.  No one takes down cities to create farmland.” 

 

Measure 37 was advertised in 2004 to voters as an effort to protect property 

rights of individuals who wanted to build a few houses on their land, if the law 

allowed them to do that when they purchased the property.  

 

A deluge of claims under Measure 37 has since been filed—upward of 7,500 

claims relating to a collective total of approximately 750,000 acres throughout the 

state.  

 

Measure 37 claims for land use waivers that clear a path for development 

started being filed in 2006.  To date, thousands of those claims seek waivers to put a 



 

collective total of 488,000 acres of Oregon’s farm and forestland on track toward 

development. Of that, 306,000 acres are among the most productive farmland in the 

state. Measure 37 claims propose subdivisions for 127,000 acres of valuable 

farmland and 90,000 acres of forestland. 

 

People supportive of agriculture say that land should be kept for farming in 

order to produce food and other products. Renowned for its soil that is the best on 

the planet and its diverse growing climates, Oregon leads the way in a number of 

crop categories. For instance, 100 percent of the country’s commercial production of 

blackberries, hazelnuts, loganberries and black raspberries is in Oregon. The state is 

the country’s top-producer of these crops: ryegrass seed, orchard grass seed, sugar 

beets for seed, crimson clover, fescue seed, red clover seed, prunes, plums, florist 

azaleas, Christmas trees and dried herbs. Oregon also is a major producer of onions, 

hops, green beans, blueberries, cherries, pears, and many other specialty products. 

 

“Agriculture is a key part of Oregon’s economy and land is our most valuable 

commodity,” says Jay Waldron, past chairman of the Port of Portland commission.  

 

Waldron notes that $80 million in agricultural products trade through the port 

each month and that agriculture is nine percent of Oregon’s gross state product. 

 

“Oregon farmers preserve and protect the land they till. In turn, Ballot 

Measure 49 will protect them from the pressures of unchecked growth and enable 

them to leave a way of life to their children,” Waldron says.  

 



 

As Measure 37 claimants receive waivers of land use regulations and proceed 

with construction, farms, processing facilities and related agricultural operations are 

squeezed out of business.  

 

Subdivisions are not compatible neighbors for farms because farm operations 

are often dirty, dusty, and noisy and operate around-the-clock.  When suburbs crop 

up in the middle of farmland, farmers become vulnerable to lawsuits because the 

legal protections that they enjoyed as long as they were functioning in a rural 

environment no longer apply. 

  

But Oregonians can prevent this dramatic change. “We’ve got a chance to 

save our farmland from Measure 37 residential subdivisions and commercial 

development where it doesn’t belong by passing Measure 49 this November,” says 

Bruce Chapin, manager of Chapin Orchards LLC. Chapin is a third-generation farmer 

in the Mission Bottom area north of Keizer.  He grows sweet cherries, sour cherries 

and filberts 

 

“Measure 49 may not be as protective of farmland as many folks who I know 

in the industry would like because it still allows houses to be built on farmland.  But 

at least it will stop large subdivisions and industrial and commercial development 

that is on track to wipe out so much of our productive agricultural industry,” Chapin 

says.  

 

Measure 37 has created tremendous uncertainty for farmers because they 

know that mixing dwellings with agriculture is a recipe for disaster. 

 



 

"The viability of a farm we intended to pass to a fourth generation, our son 

Seth, is in question due to Measure 37", says Phil Hassinger, who farms alfalfa, 

wheat, grass seed, and peppermint in Cove. 

 

"Measure 37 needs to be fixed—Measure 49 gives farmers the protections 

needed to continue farming," Phil says. 

 

Kathy Freeborn faces a similar situation. The 26-year-old is poised to take 

over management of her family's 1,000-acre grass seed, grain, hay and cattle 

operation on land near Rickreall. 

 

“My family began farming many generations ago and my grandparents in the 

1950s and 1960s purchased much of the property that we now farm in the 

Willamette Valley. We probably could've filed a Measure 37 claim but didn't because 

we want to stay in the business of farming, she says. 

 

Kathy says Measure 37 claims for land surrounding her farms have thrown all 

that into question. “The irony is not lost on me that Oregon is on track to minimize 

and in some locations completely go out of the business of farming at a time when 

food security is front and center and when demand for locally produced food is at an 

all-time high and growing,” she says. 

 

Voting “yes” on Ballot Measure 49 streamlines the development process for 

landowners who’ve filed Measure 37 claims to build a few homes. Following passage 

of Measure 49, proposals for commercial and industrial development would follow 

established land use procedures. More information: www.yeson49.com.



 

Additional agricultural producer contacts: 

Jan and Pete Boucot (541-258-3237) Linn County farmers threatened by one of 

the 33 M37 demands filed by Timber Services Inc. They farm hay, produce and 

angora goats.  

 

Sarah Deumling (503-585-6380) She manages upwards of 1,000 acres of 

timberlands near the Eola Hills. Her business is threatened by multiple demands for 

subdivisions.  She’s received awards for her sustainable forestry. 

 

Katherine Dunn (503-892-3363) Yamhill alpaca and lavender farmer whose 

operation is threatened by a demand for subdivision along the Yamhill River. 

Construction underway. 

 

Rich Holcomb (541-459-2621) Third-generation Douglas County rancher on the 

Umpqua River.  

 

Sam & Claudia Smith (503-633-8191) St. Paul farmers with various nearby 

demands for a hotel, a paintball park, subdivisions and other development. 
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