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By Kevin Flink 

One of the best things we can do to ensure kids succeed during high school is to 
open their eyes so they can see that what they're learning is indeed relevant. As an 
educator, I'm well aware that too many of our kids don't see a clear connection 
between the things they learn in school and a real world reason to have those skills. 

Our graduation rate in Oregon, which received a lot of attention in 2015 for being near 
the bottom of all 50 states, is a strong signal that we need to do a better job of 
opening kids' eyes. 

We'll have the opportunity to address this urgent problem this November. Initiative 
Petition 65, on track for the upcoming election, offers solutions that we educators 
already know work. 

The key piece of IP65 is that it would provide money to every district across the state 
to spend on career technical education (aka vocational education) -- the kind of 
hands-on learning that opens eyes. IP65 isn't asking you to pay more taxes, and it 
doesn't take away from other programs. What it does is prioritize our high schoolers 
by capturing a portion of new revenue Oregon collects each year as the economy 
grows. (Read more at www.ip65.org.) 

In the more than 30 years I taught at Benson, I saw time after time how hands-on 
learning teaches in ways that aren't accessible when the only option is to sit at a desk 
and learn from a book. The importance of a lesson in geometry crystalizes and so 
does the lesson itself. Suddenly, learning becomes immersive, important for 
countless kids who have a hard time sitting still most of the day. 

As Portland Public Schools' hub for career technical education, Benson is geared for 
immersive learning in each of the pathways -- health sciences, industry and 
engineering and communications technology -- leading to a Benson diploma. Among 
Oregon's high schools, however, Benson is unique. 

Take our diploma. A Benson diploma signifies accomplishing not only the core 
academics but also a foundation for succeeding post-high school in a technical area. 



(Students choose a pathway, and by the end of their sophomore year home-in on a 
major within that pathway.) 

But what if you are a student who doesn't live within the Portland Public Schools' 
boundary? What if you live in Portland but aren't one of the lucky 250 students 
expected to win the lottery for Benson? What if you don't have family cheering you on 
about your education, and what if book learning doesn't come easy for you? For that 
student who's never fortunate enough to get a hands-on learning experience, the 
future doesn't look so bright. We know from our data that before sophomore year is 
over a student may have gotten so far off track that she or he finds out that they're 
the 1 in 4 who start high school in Oregon but fail to graduate. 

Benson's mission is to integrate hands-on career technical education and core 
academics today for the innovations of tomorrow. Your "yes" vote on IP65 means 
more Oregon high schoolers will get to take part in the learning they need to really be 
successful during and after high school. 

* 

Kevin Flink, a retired Benson High School teacher, works as the operations manager 
at AM 1450. 

	


