
 
 

Initiative for high school voc-ed classes submits signatures to state 
 
Today, advocates working to turnaround Oregon’s dismal high school 
dropout rate and improve prospects for our high school graduates submitted 
the majority of signatures needed to qualify for the November ballot. 
 
“We started gathering signatures nine weeks ago and the response we’re 
getting is amazing but not surprising, because who doesn’t want to make 
high school better for more of our kids,” asked Toya Fick, a chief petitioner 
of Initaitive Petition 65. Fick also is executive director of Stand for Children 
for Oregon. Oregonians for High School Success is running the campaign. 
 
IP65 is the first proposal in decades that would prioritize our high schools, 
which have borne the brunt of deep cuts in education funding over the past 
two decades.  
 
“IP65 is really exciting for me because I’ve spent years as a voc-ed teacher 
and really see all the value in hands on learning classes like 3-D printing, 
robotics and carpentry,” said John Niebergall, a career technical education 
teacher at Sherwood High School. 
 
“Not only do kids really connect with hands-on learning but a lot of them 
start to see themselves on a path to a well-paying job. They suddenly see 
school as more than just a place they go until they get a piece of paper,” 
Niebergall said. 
 
“Unfortunately, my class is the only one of its type at my school. If we had 
more funding we could offer so many exciting options for more of the kids 
who’d thrive with hands-on learning,” he said. 
 
Decades ago, many schools across the state had shop classes like metals, 
woods, automotive and others. Oregon since has been forced to make deep 
cuts in education and by and large, these classes went on the chopping 
block. What’s left are a handful of great programs here and there, along with 
a smattering of one-off classes. 
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Meantime, states across the country have elevated their voc-ed offerings, 
which are seen as superlative learning opportunities that drive learning, 
academic performance and ultimately graduation rates.  
 
IP65 puts Oregon high schoolers on track for success. Yet, it doesn’t require 
any new taxes because funding for it comes from state tax revenue that isn’t 
already dedicated for other programs.  
 
State revenue routinely grows between 4 and 6 percent annually and based 
on budget forecasts for the upcoming biennium, it would generate $288 
million for high schools. Districts would decide how to spend the money on 
programs. 
 
IP65 addresses two of our most important challenges in Oregon: 
 

• Correcting a dismal high school graduation rate, which is among the 
five worst in the country and means that more than 10,000 students 
fall through the cracks each year. 

• Building a workforce with enough skills to meet the demands of 
today’s living wage jobs. 

 
IP65 funds: 
 

• Vocational education, also known as career technical education. 
• Enough advanced and college credit classes all students who 

want them. 
• Support for students to stay on track to graduation, something 

that is sorely lacking in Oregon’s high schools. 
 
Endorsers include NECA-IBEW, Associated General Contractors Oregon 
Columbia Chapter, United Way of Jackson County, Entek, Benson Tech 
Foundation, Adelante Mujeres, Latino Network, Coalition of Communities of 
Color and Native American Youth and Family Center. See the of endorsers. 
 
 


