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Oregon has moral obligation to fund high schools better 

Following a tour of Woodburn High School, supporters of Initiative Petition 65 emphasized 

Oregon’s urgent need to make high schools work so more students graduate and equipped for 

success in college and careers. 

“Oregon’s graduation rate is an embarrassment but it’s also morally wrong for us to stand by 

while there are so many who don’t make it through high school and end up dropping out,” said 

former Governor Ted Kulongoski. Oregon’s statewide graduation rate last year was 74 percent, 

which equates to 10,000 students falling off a cliff each year.  

“If we don’t pass IP65, Oregon is going to have a very difficult time with its economy and social 

structure and we’re going to be spending more and more money on prisons,” said Kulongoski 

this afternoon at a press conference following a tour of Woodburn High School. He is a chief 

petitioner of the proposed measure. 

Woodburn has gained attention recently for its high graduation rate and its significant 

population of English language learners. The recent graduation rate at Woodburn is 84 percent 

and nearly 70 percent of students started as English language learners.  

“Woodburn is an example of the excellent results we can expect of a thoughtful planned 

investment that goes hand in hand with belief in the capability of our students,” said Alice 

Perry, director of community-based programs for Latino Network, which is an endorser of IP65. 

“And that’s why we need IP65 – it would bring thoughtful planned investment for our youth 

statewide,” Perry said. 

Woodburn is an outlier because not only do more of its students graduate but they also have to 

overcome a language barrier.  

Much credit for the high graduation rate is due to a mentor program in which freshman are 

paired with a school staffer who tracks them every step of the way and makes sure they 

graduate.  
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“School officials tell us they know that just getting students across the stage is not enough,” 

said Toya Fick, also chief petitioner of the measure and executive director of Stand for Children 

for Oregon. 

“Students need stronger connections with real world options post-high school. With IP65 

dollars, Woodburn could build career technical education programs that do just that,” Fick said.  

About Oregonians for High School Success and IP65 
IP65 is a measure proposed for Oregon’s November election ballot. Endorsers include NECA-
IBEW, Associated General Contractors Oregon Columbia Chapter, United Way of Jackson 
County, Entek, Benson Tech Foundation, Adelante Mujeres, Latino Network, Coalition of 
Communities of Color and Native American Youth and Family Center. See the complete list of 
endorsers. 
 
IP65 addresses two of our most important challenges in Oregon: 

• Correcting a dismal high school graduation rate, a problem that results in more than 
10,000 students falling through the cracks each year. 

• Building a workforce with enough skills to meet the demands of today’s living wage jobs. 
 
IP65 uses new dollars generated by economic growth to provide funding for: 

• Vocational education, also known as career-technical education (CTE), which is a missing 
piece for most Oregon high schoolers. 

• College credit classes with enough capacity for all students who want them. 

• Support for students to stay on track to graduation, something that is sorely lacking in 
Oregon’s high schools.  
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