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Gov. Kulongoski commends Taste of the Nation Portland for two 
decades of unwavering diligence in the fight against hunger 

 
Taste of the Nation Portland presents entertaining dining experience to fight hunger 

 
PORTLAND, OR., April 5, 2007–Despite a healthy economy, too many people are 

hungry in Oregon and Southwest Washington.  

Each month, an average of 72,000 children and 122,000 adults receive emergency 

meals throughout Oregon and Southwest Washington. Most adults who receive these meals are 

working, retired or disabled. Two-parent families make up the largest number of any group 

receiving emergency food. 

Share our Strength’s Taste of the Nation Portland is one of many community-based 

efforts to fight hunger and poverty. 

Celebrating its 20th anniversary, Taste of the Nation Portland is the Portland area’s 

premier food-and-wine benefit that raises money for hunger-relief agencies. Over its 20-year 

history, the event has raised more than $1 million for anti-hunger organizations throughout 

Oregon.  

Fully 100 percent of proceeds from ticket sales and a silent auction are given to hunger-

relief agencies. Taste of the Nation Portland is scheduled for Monday, April 30, 6:30 to 9:30 

p.m., at the Oregon Convention Center in Portland. 
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Gov. Ted Kulongoski, who has made the fight against hunger a priority of his 

administration, encourages Oregonians to take advantage of opportunities such as attending 

Taste of the Nation Portland to join in the fight against hunger.  

Kulongoski applauds Taste of the Nation Portland and the plethora of initiatives seeking 

to end childhood hunger. “My administration in its second term is about using the power of 

opportunity to change lives and extend, especially to children, the hand of generosity,” Gov. 

Kulongoski said. 

“Taste of the Nation Portland provides an unbeatable opportunity for Oregonians to help 

those who might otherwise have to do without. Every contribution makes a difference,” he said. 

Taste of the Nation Portland, in response to the governor’s call for more participation in 

the fight against hunger, is adding to its Web site a listing of year-round, communitywide 

opportunities aimed at alleviating food insecurity. Details at www.portlandtaste.org. 

 

Upwards of 100 food and beverage venues in one night 

Taste of the Nation Portland features more than 70 top restaurants and more than 40 

wineries and breweries from Portland, elsewhere around Oregon and Southwest Washington 

serving their best food and drink. Partygoers move from booth to booth, tasting specialties and 

chatting with chefs and beverage purveyors. Live music adds to the festivities. 

Tickets are $75 for general admission at 6:30 p.m., $85 at the door. VIP tickets are $100 

and provide early access at 5:30 p.m. Tickets are available at www.portlandtaste.org, by calling 

503-222-4644 or at all Portland-area New Seasons markets. Tickets also will be available the 

Oregon Convention Center the day of the event.  

Parking is available at the convention center lot for $6. Main entrance is at the 

intersection of Northeast Martin Luther King Jr. Boulevard and Oregon Street. 

Taste of the Nation Portland is an age-21-and-over event. 
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